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Dear Alumni and Friends of the College, 
 

The numerous responses we have received inform us 
that our College of Health Sciences Alumni Newsletter is 
valuable to stay connected with you.  I invite you to read 
about some of our alumni achievements and how your 
classmates have become engaged with our current 
students.  Please continue to send us your stories.  Inside 
this issue you will note how the Center for Global Health 
continues to develop and underscores research, academic 
and community impact.  The Center encourages 
interdisciplinary collaboration to identify challenges and 
solutions from a variety of perspectives, ensuring greater 
benefit to the community.  Our collaborations locally and 
globally are extremely rewarding and our opportunities 
are multiplying.  Interprofessional Education was the focus of the annual fall retreat 
where the Health Sciences faculty generated new initiatives for interdisciplinarity 
in our teaching and civic engagement. During Dental Hygiene Month we celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of dental hygiene! 

 

 This time of year brings students recognitions and scholarship awards.  
Commencement is a special time on campus.  For many of our graduates, their 
dream of becoming a health professional would not be realized without your 
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 Dr. Holly (Beard) Holzen, a 2007 graduate of the 
Health Services Research Doctoral Program at ODU 
has been awarded a 3 year, $460,000 MacArthur 
Foundation 
grant titled "A Multistat at ODU 
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Outstanding ODU School of  Dental Hygiene Alumna,       

Dr. Juliana Kim, Honored at Annual Event 
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When was the last time you visited a dental 
hygienist?  
 

If the answer to that question has you scratching 
your head, Old Dominion University has a 
convenient solution.  
 

The Sofia and David Konikoff Dental Hygiene 
Care Facility, located in ODU's Health Sciences 
Building on 46th Street at the intersection of 
Hampton Boulevard, offers comprehensive dental 
hygiene services from late August to June. ODU 
students, faculty and staff are welcome, along 
with members of the local community.  
 

And, with this year marking the 100th 
anniversary of the opening of the nation's first 
formal school for training dental hygienists, 
there is no better time to get acquainted with the 
students and faculty from the Gene W. 
Hirschfeld School of Dental Hygiene who staff the clinic.  
 

In 1913 the first formal school for "dental hygienists" opened with a strong emphasis on the concept of 
preventive care. Dr. Alfred Fones, the first dental hygiene educator, envisioned dental hygienists as outreach 
workers, treating people outside of the private dental office. In fact, in the early years, the dental hygienist 
was employed predominantly in public health settings and in school-based programs.  
 

The ODU clinic logs about 6,000 patient visits each year. Students in the School of Dental Hygiene also visit 
schools, public health centers and senior citizen homes as part of the community engagement and service-
learning portion of the degree program.  
 

The services provided at the clinic not only help maintain good oral hygiene, but also identify potentially 
dangerous threats to general health.  
 

"The mouth is the portal of entry, and site of disease, for microbial infections that affect general health," said 
Lynn Tolle, ODU University Professor of dental hygiene and director of clinical affairs. "Oral disease places 
a burden on our society in the form of lost days and years of productivity. A clean mouth is the first line of 
defense in a healthy body."  Tolle cited increased risk of heart disease, stroke, obesity, respiratory disease and 
pre-

http://ww2.hs.odu.edu/dental/dh_facil.shtml
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ODU Center for Global Health Hosts Two Events during 
International Education Week 

 

The Old Dominion University Center for Global Health 
celebrated International Education Week, Nov. 11-19, 
with programs focusing on the need to address public 
health issues at home and abroad. 
 
 

International Education Week is a joint initiative of 
the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department 
of Education. The purpose of International Education 
Week is to celebrate the benefits of international 
education, student exchange and global relations. 
 

Included in a week of events, sponsored by Student 
Engagement and Enrollment Services’ Office of 
Intercultural Relations, the Center for Global Health 
held two events. As an introduction to both programs, 
Rachawan Wongtrirat, assistant director of 
international initiatives for the Office of Intercultural 
Relations, gave welcoming remarks highlighting the 
importance of International Education Week, global 
learning and collaboration.  
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On Thursday, Nov. 14, the Center for Global Health presented a second event, titled “South Sudan,” which focused on current 
initiatives in South Sudan to support and offer solutions to the existing infrastructure problems in the newly formed nation. 
This event was the result of collaboration between the Center for Global Health and local nonprofit organization, Abukloi.  
 
Angelo Maker, an ODU graduate and founder of Abukloi, is one of 3,000 orphans called the Lost Boys of Sudan, who were 
brought to this country by the U.S. government in 2001. Maker’s village was attacked during a 1983 civil war in Southern Su-
dan – a war that claimed more than 2 million lives. When he was 7 years old, Maker watched as his mother and two brothers 
were brutally murdered.   
 
During the ODU program, Akpinar-Elci introduced the global health center’s mission and stressed that she was happy to col-
laborate with an ODU alumni-led organization. She also briefly talked about current public health issues affecting South Su-
dan. Program highlights included the presentation of a movie produced by Gary E. Gillam that featured Abukloi’s ongoing ef-
forts to support the growth of South Sudan. Following the film, a panel discussion included Benjamin Keyes, of Regent Univer-
sity; Maker and Robert L. Parsons, of Abukloi; and Grisetti. The panel discussed the needs of South Sudan and future plans for 
collaboration.  
 
“On behalf of the Abukloi board of directors and the people of South Sudan, I would like to take this opportunity to express 
my gratitude to the Center for Global Health at Old Dominion University,” Maker said. “Special appreciation goes to (College of 
Health Sciences) Dean Shelley Mishoe and director of the Center for Global Health Muge Akpinar-Elci for their interest. This 
collaboration between the Center for Global Heath at Old Dominion University and Abukloi is a special milestone to bring 
change to the newest nation on earth.”  
 
Maker encouraged ODU students, alumni, faculty, staff and others in the broader community to join the Center for Global 
Heath and Abukloi to help make a difference in South Sudan. Akpinar-Elci is working diligently to establish connections that 
will support the goals that Maker has identified for the continued growth of South Sudan.   

(l-r) Gail Grisetti, Shelley Mishoe, Muge Akpinar-Elci, Benjamin Keyes, Angelo 

Maker, Robert Parsons. 
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On October 18, 2013, the Interprofessional Education Collaborative (IPEC) 

Task Force and the College of Health Sciences held a faculty retreat,  more than 

70% of the college full
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